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Jesus Christ performed his miracles in order to 
attest that he was God. 


This proposition can be proved by a series 
of assertions, which, by their connexion and 
united force, we apprehend will produce so 
strong a conviction, that it will be impossible 

any person capable of sound reasoning 
to refuse his assent to them. These asser- 
tions shall, in proportion as we advance them, 
be supported by texts of the gospel. 

First assertion—Jesus Christ performed 
miracles which could be operated only by the 
power of God: whilst he performed them, he 
administered laws to man, with all the au- 
thority of the God-head. Of this we have a 
multitude of proofs in the gospel, (St. Mat- 
thew, chap. 5. v. 21.) Vou have heard 
that it was said to them of old: Thou shalt 
not kill, But I say to you, that whosoever 
angry with his brother, shall be guilty of 
the judgment.”? In the same chapter, we 
find the same form of precept repeated six 
limes. Here Jesus Christ gives laws, the 
object of which is to reform the heart of man, 
and to regulate the affections of his soul. 

1¢ gives them to the whole human race: he 
g\ves them in his own name, with the author- 
ity of the God-head—for, it appertains to God 

One to give such laws, and in such a style. 
(St. Luke, chap. 14, v. 26 and 33.) “ If any 
Man come to me, and hate not his father and 
mother, and wife and children, and brethren 

sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
tannot be my disciple. So likewise every 
oe of you, that doth not renounce all that 
he Possesseth, cannot be my disciple. He 





that loves his father and mother more than 
me, is not worthy of me; he that shall lose 
his life for the love of me, shall preserve it.” 
(St. Matthew, chap. 5. v. 11.) “ Blessed are 
you when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad.” Here Jesus Christ requires of 
man a preference of love. fdr himself, which 
could be due only to God; it is only for him 
that it should be expected of man to sacrifice 
all property, all the affections of the heart, 
honor, and even life itself: to command such 
sacrifices, he must have delivered his laws 
with all the authority and in the tone of the 
God-head. 

Second assertion—During the performance 
of these miracles, he professed himselfopenly 
as the Son of God: he never speaks of God, 
but as his Father, or his heavenly Father. 
He calls himself the Son of God, and what 
is worthy of particular notice, his only Son. 
(St. John, chap. 3. v. 16.) “For God so 
loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
Son.” From Jesus Christ so constantly, so 
uniformly affecting to call God his Father, 
and himself the Son—the only begotten Son 
of God, it is evident that his intention was 
that he should not be considered as the Son 


.of God, in that sense only, by which all the 


just are sons of God, but that his pretensions 
were of a higher nature; that he wished him- 
self to be considered his Son, in a sense dif- 
ferent from all the just—that is, in the proper 
sense of the word, his only begotten Son, 
constituting the God-head. “ Asthe Father 
hath life in himself, so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself. Ali that the 
Father doeth, the Son doeth also, if the Son 
set you free, you shall be truly free.” 
Nothing but a total ignorance of the rules of 
human language, can warrant the denial that 
those modes of speech— The Father, the 
Son,” express, on the one hand, a paternity 
entirely limited to one, ‘as on the other, a fili- 
ation concentred in one who is Jesus Christ; 


and consequently constituting him Son of 
God by his nature, consubstantial with the 
Father, and the same God as the Father. 
The Jews are uniform in this belief; the gos- 
pel is express on the point, and we see more- 
over in the history of the Passion, that the 
senate of that nation declared Jesus Christ 
to have blasphemed, and to be guilty ofdeath, 
for having deupgead bimeelf,the Son of God. 
This also was the principal charge brought 
against him before Pilate. 

Third assertion—Whilst Jesus Christ per- 
formed these miracles, he appropriated to 
himself the principal attributes of the divini- 
ty. First, the eternity of God, (St. John, 
chap, 8. v. 58.) “ Amen, Amen, I say to 
you, before Abraham was made, I am.” 
And in the same place, (v. 25.) “I am from 
the beginning.” And in chap. 17, v. 5. “I 
have glorified thee upon earth. And now 
glorify thou me, O Father, with thyself, with 
the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was.” Secondly, the immensity of 
God, (St. John, chap. 8, v. 13.) he declares 
that he descended from heaven, and that he 
is yet in heaven, Thirdly, the omnipotence 
of God—* All that the Father doeth, so also 
doeth the Son. No one can come to me, un- 
less he be called by my Father who sent me, 
and I shall raise him from the dead on the 
last day.”” Fourth, the plenitude of his di- 
vinity—in these words, ‘I amthe way, the 
truth, and the life.” 

Fourth assertion—Whilst he performed 
them, he required to be adored as the God- 
head. Amongst many examples which may 
be found in the gospel, we shall select the 
two following. When Jesus Christ had made 
Peter walk upon the water to come to him, 
as related (Matthew, chap. 14.) “ And when 
they were come up into the ship, the wind 
ceased. Then they that were in the ship 
came and worshipped him saying: Thou 
art traly the Son of God.” (St. John, chap. 
9, v. 35.) “ Jesus heard that they had cast 
him out: and when he had found him, he 








a filiation of which no other can participate, 


Said to him: dost thou believe in the Son of 
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God? he answered, and said; who is he, 


Lord, that I may believe in him? And Je-| God 


sus said to him: Thou hast both seen him; 
and it is he who talketh with thee. And he 
said: I believe, Lord. And falling down he 
adored him,” 

It is to be remarked here, that in the New 
Testament the word, adore, always means 
Cultus Lutrie, or that adoration, which, 
properly speaking, is exclusively offered up 
to the Supreme Being. 

Fifth assertion—Whilst Jesus Christ per- 
formed those miracles he openly declared 
that he was God, and the same God as his 
Fether. In the fi d sadghapter of St. 
John, no one can mistake the language of a 
man who passes himself for God, and wishes 
to be considered as such. (Chap. 10, v. 30.) 
we read these words—“I and the Father 
are one.” And when the Jews having heard 
him, and taken up stones to stone him, Jesus 
said—‘ Many good things I have shewn you: 
for which of these works do you stone me? 
the Jews answered him: For a good work 
we stone thee not: but for blasphemy, and 
because that thou, being a man, makest thy- 
self God.” And in Chap. 12, v. 44, “ But 
Jesus cried out and said: He that believeth 
in me, doth not believe in me, but in him that 
sent me. And he that seeth me, seeth him 
that sent me.” (Chap. 14, v. 7.) Jesus Christ 
speaks thus to his disciples— If you had 
known me, you would surely have known my 
Father also: and from henceforth you shall 
know him, and you have seen him. Philip 
saith to him: Lord shew us the Father, and 
itis enough for us. Jesus saith to him: Have 
I been so long atime with you, and have you 
not known. me? , Philip, beygbat secth me, 
seeth the Father also. Howsayest thou, Shew 
us the Father? Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father, and the Father in me? the 


words which I speak to you, I speak not of 


myself. But the Father who abideth in me, 
he doth the works. Believe you not that I 
am in the Father and the Father in me? Oth- 
erwise believe for the works themselves.” 


It is related in the second chapter of St. 
Mark, that Jesus Christ being at Capernaum, 
they brought before him a man afflicted with 
the palsy, in order to be cured—“ And when 
Jesus Christ saw their faith, he saith to the 
sick of the palsy: Son, thy sins are forgiven 
thee. And some of the Scribes were sitting 
there, and thinking in their hearts: Why doth 
this man speak thus? He blasphemeth: who 
can forgive sins but God only? And.Jesus 
presently knowing in his spirit, that they so 
thought within themselves, saith to them: 
Why think you these things in your hearts? 
Which is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy: 


thy sins are forgiven thee, or te say: arise, 
But that you 
may know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins (He saith to the sick 
of the palsy) ee to thee, arise, take up thy 
And 
immediately he arose: and taking up his bed 


take up thy bed, and walk? 


‘ bed, and go thy way into thy house. 


went his way in the sight of all.” 


Thus by an argument, the more convincing 
to them as being drawn from their own prin- 
ciple, Jesus Christ proves to the Scribes that 
he is God. His argument is this—Accord- 
ing to you, there is no other but God that 
can remit sins, but I can remit sins, and as a 
proof, I cure this sick of the palsy, in your 


presence, by a single word; therefore I am 
od. 

Sixth assertion—Jesus Christ in perform- 
ing miracles, cited them as proofs of his di- 
vinity. Of this we have a striking example 
in the just now cited cure of the paralytic man. 
We see in the gospel of St. John, (chap. 5, 
v. 17 that the Jews persecuted our Saviour 
because he performed miracles on the Sab- 
bath; he, in his justification says— My Fa- 
ther worketh until now, and I work. Here- 
upon therefore the Jews sought the more to 
kill him, because he did not only break the 
Sabbath, but also said, that God was his Fa- 
ther, thus making himself equal to God. Then 
Jesus answered, and said to them: Amen, 
Amen, I say unto you: the Son cannot do 
any thing of himself but what he seeth the 
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, 
these the Son also doeth in like manner. 
For as the Father raiseth up the dead, .and 
giveth life, so the Son also giveth life to whom 
he will: that all men may honor the Son, as 
they honor the Father.” 

When Jesus Christ says that he performs 
miracles with God his Father, and that God 
performs miracles with him in the same act; 
when he says that God his Father performs 
miracles jointly with him, that men should 
know that they were to honor the Son, as 
they honor the Father, is it not to say, that 
his miracles are a proof of his being God? 
The Jews being assembled round Jesus 
Christ, say to him, (St. John. chap. 10, v. 
24.) ‘* How long dost thou hold our soul in 
suspense: if thou be the Christ, tell us plain- 
ly. Jesus answered them: I speak to you, 
and you believe not: the works that I do in 
the name of my Father, they give testimony 
of me? my sheep hear my voice; and I know 
them, and they follow me: and I give them 
life everlasting: and they shall not perish for 
ever, and no man shall snatch them out of my 
hand. I and my Father are one.” Here 
Jesus Christ proves by his miracles, that he 
is the Messiah sent of God, and that he is 
God, the same with him that sent him. 

Add to these passages, those words of 
Jesus Christ that we have already cited, 
(St. John, chap. 14, v. 10.) “Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Fa- 
ther in me?” &c. &c. as before. 

It being the will of his heavenly Father 
that Jesus Christ after he had assumed the 
character of humanity, should in the capa- 
city of the Godhead, perform miracles: for 
the purpose of proving the divinity of his 
mission, he not only left all nature at his dis- 
posal for that intent, but he gave the most 
complete testimony of his divinity, in the 


speaks of me, as when he speaks of himself, 
for, “‘ We are but one,” and receive hig 
words as the oracles of eternal truth. 

We must then avow, with the fullest con- 
fidence, either that there is nothing in this 
world susceptible of demonstration, or that 
it is demonstrated by the foregoing facts, 
and by the necessary connexion which th 
have amongst themselves, that Jesus Christ 
is the true God. We are reduced to the di- 
lemma of either acknowledging this fact, or 
denying all facts—a denial, which, by an ad- 
mission of the uncertainty of all thi 
would precipitate human reason into the 
gulph of universal pyrrhonism. 

In the supposition that Jesus Christ ig.not 
God, he must then be an impostor, and of the 
most criminal kind, as having passed himself 
for, and having himself adored as God, usurp- 
ing the place of the Omnipotent. But if he 
be an impostor, he is one with whom the 
Almighty himself must be associated as an 
accomplice to the imposture, in suffering him 
to be adored as himself for eighteen hundred 
years, all over the world, without having giy- 
en any intimation to mankind that this im- 
pious worship offended him: if he be an im- 
postor, he is one in favor of whom God has 
betrayed all the interests of the divinity, and 
for whose glory he has imposed on the cre- 
dulity of the human race, in a manner the 
most base and unworthy of himself., An idea 
so blasphemous, surpasses the malice of even 
hell itself; and yet all those consequences 
necessarily follow, if Jesus Christ be not God. 
Either he is God, or there can be no such 
Being. 

Of the character of Jesus Christ it must 
be observed, that jf he be puroly man,and 
nothing more, or if God, without being man, 
he is a being full ofirreconcileable contradie- 
tions: the human mind is bewildered, and 
lost in the contemplation of such a singular, 
such an incomprehensible character. He is 
an enigma, achimera. But if he be at the 
same time God and man, his character then 
forms the most beautiful assemblage—an 
assemblage so fine, so harmonious, so admi- 
rable, as to surpass conception. All the 
apparent contradictions of character disap- 
pear, and are reconciled. Human reason Is 
satisfied, and rests with conviction and de- 
light on the justness of the relations that she 
discovers therein, and adopts this miracle of 
the two natures in our Saviour as an incon- 
trovertible truth. 

Viewed on the side of human nature only, 
Jesus Christ is at once the most humble and 
the most proud of mankind: the most unas- 
suming as to his own glory, and in other re 





most authentic and solemn manner possible. 
On two occasions the voice of God was 
heard to declare that Jesus Christ was his 


and the second on the mountain of Thabor, 
(St. Matthew, chap. 17, v. 5.) “ And as he 
was yet speaking, behold a bright cloud 
overshadowed them. And behold a voice out 
of the cloud, saying, this is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him.” 
It is as my representative he speaks to you, 
or rather, itis 1 myself who speak in him, 
and through him: hear him therefore as my 
second self: hear him, whether he reveals to 
you his sublime mysteries, or dispenses to 
|you his heavenly laws: hear him when he 





spects the most ambitious: submissive even 
to the death of the cross, and at the same 


‘ | time so daring an usurper, a8 to place him- 
beloved Son, and to command man to hear |self on the throne of the Almighty, by his 
him: the first on the banks of the Jordan, | side, and as his equal. Can such atrocious 


vices and transcendant virtues, in direct oppo 
sition to each other, be conceived to form 
the habitual character of any being? Could 
there have been an instance of a man, who 
constantly through his whole life was @ pre 
digy of humility and submission, and at the 
same time, a monster of pride and of impiety ‘ 
If on the other hand he were God with: 
out being man, how could he have forgotten, 
how degraded himself so far as to call & 
his God, and have given such: humiliating 
proofs of his submission and obedience t 
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him as a Being superior to himself? In a 
word, if man only, he is an inexplicable en- 
igma, for he speaks and acts as God; and 
God only, he is a still greater enigma, as 
having spoken, acted, obeyed, and suffered 
as man. But believing him to be at the 
same time both God and man, all is explained: 
the contradictions of character exist no lon- 

r. We then can understand him when he 
says that his Father is greater than he, and 
yet his equal: that he was his God, and the 
same God with him: we can conceive how 
his humility correspond with his human na- 
ture, whilst his dignity and elevation of char- 
acter correspond with his. divinity. Such 
should God be in the eharaeter of man; such 
should be man in the character of God—all 
is in order. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 











SPECIMEN OF CALVINIsM—Continued. 


ON THE TOLERATION OF THE REFORMERS; 

Being an Extract from the Critique of the Edin- 
burgh Review for September, 1816, on Dr. Cook’s 
History of the Church of Scotland. 


The Queen’s arrival produced a material 
change; that is to say, it mitigated the intol- 
erance of the Protestant nobility; though it 
was far from producing the same effect on the 
clergy. The Protestants were at this time 
in complete possession of the government; 
the Catholics having neither power, nor vote 
in the council, (p. 285;) but then we must not 
forget, that the Government was possessed, 
not by the Protestant clergy, but by the Pro- 
testant nobility; and in reasoning from the 
contrast so often stated between the conduct 
of the Protestant and Catholic Churches, it 
is of the utmost importarice that we should 
keep in view the great difference in the situ- 
ation of their respective hierarchies. The 
dignitaries of the Catholic Church, during 
its legal establishment, were wealthy and 
powerful lords, who in a great measure di- 
rected the civil government, and thus enjoyed 
ample means of executing vengeance on their 
enemies. But the Protestant clergy in Scot- 
land at the time of the Reformation, were 
small stipendaries, dependent on the civil 


se which, during the whole of] details the lamentable backsliding of the Ru- 


nox’s life, and many years after his death, 
thought proper to retain them in very humble 
poverty. Such aclergy possessed only spi- 
ritual weapons; and it does not appear that 
they were backward in using them, though 
we hear many lamentations that they labor- 
ed in vain. The celebration of mass in the 
Queen’s chapel was permitted and defended 
by a council, where no Catholic had either 
power, or vote, and in particular by Lord 


James Stewart, who was afterwards Earl of|swing within this realm? i l uggrandiz f 
cause that suddenly the most part of us de- their mutual co-operation and edifieation in the sovereign 


Murray, and Regent, the strenuous and stea- 
dy supporter of the Reformation, ‘‘ the man 
whom,” Knox says “all the godly did most 
reverence.” 


Parliament. 


Though we believe, therefore, with Dr. 
M’Crie, that in Knox’s life no person was 
‘punished capitally for performing any part 
of the Catholic worship, we do not exactly 


A law indeed was afterwards 
enacted, making it capital, on the very first|this fourth book we will hear. 
offence, to say mass any where except in the 
Queen’s chapel; but this was in fact a par- 
iamentary confirmation of the liberty which 
she had at first assumed in opposition to 


great Reformer, or to the clergy. Nothing 
can be more earnest than their remonstran- 
ces; nothing more awful than their warnings, 
against this impious toleration of idolatry; but 
so it was, that all their warnings and remon- 
strances served only to disgust the Protestant 
nobility. And during the distracted state of 
— affairs, and the hostilities between the 
rotestants themselves, from the period of 
the Queen’s marriage till after Knox’s death, 
it does not appear that any of the factions 
who successively assumed the government, 
ever showed the least inclination to indulge 
the clergy with the execution of an idolater. 
The clergy, however, did what they could; 
they fulfilled with zeal the duty of good watch- 
men; they solicited, both in public and pri- 
vate, for the strict execution of the laws 
against Papists; they sounded the alarm with 
all their might; and it was, not their fault if 
their alarms were disregarded and their soli- 
citations evaded. 
Here it will not be improper to produce, 
from the testimony of Knox himself, one or 
two instances of the variance between the 
Government and the Protestant clergy with 
respect to toleration. The very next Sun- 
day after the first celebration of mass, as we 
read in his History, (p.287,) “ John Knox, 
inveighing against «dolatry, shewed what 
terrible plagues God had taken upon realms 
and nations for the same; and added, that 
one mass, (there was no more suffered at the 
first) was more fearful to him than if ten thou- 
sand armed enemies were landed in any part 
of the realm, of purpose to suppress the 
whole religion. For, said he, in our God 
there is strength to resist and confound mul- 
titudes, if we unfeignedly depend upon him; 
whereof heretoforé we “have had experience: 
but when we join hands with idolatry, it is 
no doubt, but that both God’s amiable pre- 
sence and comfortable defence will leave us; 
and what shall then become of us? Alas, I 
fear that experience shall teach us, to the 
grief of many. At these words, the Guiders 
of the Court mocked, and plainly spake that 
such fear was no point of their faith; it was 
beside his text, and was a very untimely ad- 
monition.”” The fourth Book of the History 





lers after the Queen’s arrival; and in the in- 
troduction to it, we find the following pas- 
sage. ‘‘ Whence, alas, cometh this misera- 
ble dispersion of God’s people within this 
realm this day, in May 1566? And what is 
the cause that now the just is compelled to 


ers and such as are known unworthy of the 
common society, if just laws were put in due 
execution, bear the whole regiment [rule] and 
We answer, be- 


clined from the purity of God’s word, and be- 
gan to follow the world, and so again shook 
hands with the Devil and with idolatry, as in 
For while 





See how this omission can be imputed to our 


that Papists were so confounded one 
within x realm durst more oulen: Pray Soe fended, but that we should keep in reverential and perpe 
of mass, than the thieves of Lidisdale durst avow 
their stouth [robbery] im the presence of an 
upright Judge; there were Protestants found, 
that ashamed not at tables and other open 
places to ask, Why may not the Queen have 
her mass, and the form of her religion? What 
can that hurt us, or our religion? And from 


out this affirmative,The Queen’s Mass and 
her Pricst will we maintain: This hand and 
this rapier shall fight in their defence. The 
inconveniences were shown both by tongue 
and by pen. But the advertisers were judg- 
ed to be men of unquiet spirits; their credit 
was defaced at the hands of such as before 
were not ashamed to have used their counsel 
in matters of greater importance, &e. ' These, 
and the like reasonings, took such deep root 
in flesh and blood, that the Truth of God was 
almost forgot; and from this fountain, to wit, 
that flesh and blood, was, and yet, alas, is, 
preferred to God and to his Messenger, rebuk- 
ing vice and vanity, hath ‘all our miser 
ceeded.” (niet. i aay ee 
The message which they brought we have 
heard already, as it was delivered, in the 
presence of the Clergy, from our great Re- 
former’s mouth to the Nobles and Rulers at 
‘the celebrated conference already mentioned. 
The effect of this message on those to whom 
it was delivered, is shortly, but emphatically 
expressed by himself in these works, which 
immediately follow his account of that con- 
ference: “ After which time, the ministers, 
which were called precise, were holden of all 
the courtiers as MoNsTERs.” (p. 360.) 


Poe eigqeeRe Cec eaevecaed & 6 Gee o's € « 


We know also, that the reformed Church 
of Scotland, in its primitive purity, asserted 
the same lofty pretensions as the Roman hie- 
rarchy. For, in a solemn remonstrance ad- 
dressed by the first reformers in 1559 to the 
nobility of Scotland, this memorable declara- 
tion remains for the edification of posterity: 
‘“¢ Ye may, perhaps, contemn and despise the 
excommunication of the Church (now by 
God’s mighty,pewer erected among us) as a 





*The E. R. here indulges in a sportive vein on the 
uncourtly terms applied by the courtiers to the minis- 
ters, which in its meanderings, under the control of his 
superior urbanity, thus concludes: ‘‘ Ifthe Government 
had followed the directions of the Clergy, the Ca- 
tholics would have been extirpated by the sword.”’ 
(p. 175.) The E. R. proceeds‘to balance the advantag- 
es obtained by the Reformation against the intolerance 
of the first Reformers, and of course, as a Protestant, 
exults in the former: though in this counterpoise, he 
avows that ‘‘ The Reformation Clergy, indeed, seem 
to have had no other intention, than to erect another 
and infallible persecuting hierarchy in the place of 
that which they had overthrown.’ (p. 176.) ‘The 
E. R. with equal moderation and candor, in accounting 
for the abuse of power when concentrated by union in 
church and state, greatly extenuates the Protestant charg- 
es brought against the Catholic Church in what he calls 
the dark ages. In proportion, however, as TRUE PIE- 


keep silence, good men are banished, murder- TY prevails, the power of the Church will be less seru- 


tinized: filial affection regards not with a suspicious eye 
the authority of a parent; the reign of TRUE PIETY 

tains the great end of society—the congregating of peo- 
ple, not for the evanescent and questionable purpose of 
individual, or public glory, and aggrandizement, but for 


and paramount object for which alone they were ¢rea- 
ted,—‘‘ to know, love, and serve God in this world;”’ 
and thus to qualify themselves ‘‘to be happy with him 
for ever in the next.’’ By this, we trust, truly Catholic 
position, we mean not that the abuse of divine institu- 
tions is to be disregarded, stillless to he cherished, or de- 


tual recollection the admonition of Omniscience contained 
in the divine parable of the Wheat and the Tares, as 
given for their protection against an indiscreet officious- 
ness, far more against the rebel and ferocious gripings of 
unauthorized Reformors; an admonition which, practi- 
cally, it is their pride and glory to treat with utter con- 
tempt; but whatever may have been the gospel liberty 
of the first Reformers, when on cautious tiptoe, no soon- 
er did they acquire a consequential footing, than an iron 





these two, Why and What, -at length sprang 


intolerance marked their progress.—Ep. CATHOLICON. 
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thing of no force; but yet doubt we nothing, 
but that our Church and the true ministers of 
the same, have the same power which our 
Master, Christ Jesus, granted to his Apos- 
tles in these words, ‘ whose sins ye shall for- 
give shall be forgiven, and whose sins ye re- 
tain they shall be retained.” (Hist, p. 133.) 
And the very same super-human authority is 
to this day asserted by the Protestant Church 
of England; for, to every young gentleman 
who is admitted to the priesthood, the bishop, 
in the very act of ordination, addresses the 
same verba solemnia of awful import, but with 
a most emphatic variation of the pronoun from 
the plural to tke singular number;—“ whose 
» ping theu forgivest, they areé:fergiven; and 
whose sins thou retainest they are,retained.” 
To this day also the ecclesiastical constitu- 
tions and canons of the same Church de- 
nounce excommunication, not against her 
own clergy alone, but against every person 
who disapproves of this formula of ordination; 
and enjoin that he shall not be restored with- 
out the Archbishop’s permission, and a pub- 
lic revocation of his ‘* wicked error.” 
That a Protestant Church, when it hap- 
pens unfortunately to be backed by the civil 
overnment, can persecute. as stoutly. as the 
wee, Antichrist himself, is but too well ex- 
emplified in the History of Scotland. In the 
reign of Charles the Second and of his broth- 
er, a Protestant prelacy, in alliance with a 
Protestant administration, outstript the wish- 
es of these arbitrary monarchs in the perse- 
cution of their Protestant countrymen. It is 
needless to weary ourselves, or our readers 
with disgusting detcils, which the curious in 
martyrology may find in various publications. 
Every body knows, that the martyrdoms were 
both numerous and cruel; but,- perhaps, the 
comparative mildness of the Catholic Church 
of Scotland is not so generally known. Knox 
has investigated the matter with commenda- 
ble diligence, but has not been able to muster 
more than eighteen martyrs, who perished by 
the hand of the executioner, from the year 
1500, when heresy first began, till 1559, 
when the Catholics had no longer the power 
to persecute. The names of these persons, 
with several interesting particulars concern- 
ing some of them, will be found in pages 6, 
19, 22, 40, and 62 of Knox’s History. It is, 
indeed, a horrid list; but far short of the 
numbers, who, during the twenty-two years 
immediately previous to the Revolution, were 
capitally executed in Scotland for the “ wick- 
ed error”? of separation from tke worship of 
4 Protestant Episcopal Church.” Quere. 
d not these suffer rather for illegal and 
rebellious practices, than for their religion? 
The E. R. very natuially terminates his Strictures on 
the Toleration of the Reformers, by an appfépriate com- 
mendation of the moderation of the Clergy of his coun- 
try, amonst whom, as he observes, is no longer to be 
found that fiery spirit, ‘‘ that in the church of John 


Knox breathed out threatenings and slaughter.”’— 
Ep. Carn. 
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On Friday, 30th Inst, in the CATHEDRAL CuuRCH 
or THE Hoxy Cross in this City, Minor Orders were 
conferred by the Rr, Rev. Da. Fenwick, on Messrs. 


At the memorable and melancholy period 
of the misnamed Reformation, every expedi- 
ent that human ingenuity could devise, or de- 
pravity invent, was brought into formidable 
action against the Institutions of Society and 
the religion of heaven. Rebellion struck at, 
and endeavored to annihilate whatever the 
wisdom of Time had protected, Morality 
cherished, Patriotism and Virtue held dear. 
A blasphemous effort had been made to blow 
up “the rock” upon which Jesus Christ had 
built his Holy Church. 

Innovation, the daring offspring of selfish- 
ness and pride, flung a.worse than Gothic 
gloom over an immense portion of the Euro- 
pean mind, and co-operating with the Prince 
of Darkness cruelly sought to establish the 
empire of libertinism by emancipating the ty- 
rannic passious of the human heart, from the 
mild and light yoke of the Cross. 

Among the licentious ring-leaders of this 


‘| Innovation, a Luther of Germany, a Calvin 


of France anda Henry the VIII. of Eng- 
land stand pre-eminent. All Reformers! All 
Pious and “ Honorable Men!” Luther, in all 
the sensitiveness of a scrupulous conscience 
fulminated his reforming abuses at the InpuL- 
cencEs of the Catholic Church, while, upon 
the plea of “the impossibility of keeping God’s 
commandments and the futility, nay injurious- 
ness of Goop Works to a Christian soul,” 
he allows himself an InpuLGENcE to. violate 
his solemn, moral and religious vows of Ce- 
libacy and Christian self-denial; contrary to 
what he read in the Twenty-Third Chapter, 
twenty-first verse of Deuteronomy: and long 
before he had made them of his own free will 
and accord—‘ When thou hast made a vow to 
the Lord thy God, thou shalt not delay to pay 
it: because the Lord thy God will require i: 
and if thou delay, it shall be imputed to thee as 
asin”!! He next became guilty of the dou- 
ble crime of sacrilege by seducing and after- 
wards acting the part of a husband to Carue- 
RINE Boren to whom he granted an: InpuL- 
GENCE; and who had also solemnly consecrat- 
ed herself to God, for the express purpose of 
leading a life of Christian seclusion, celibacy, 
purity and piety !* 





* The supposed stumbling-block to the disorganizing 
broachers of a spurious Reformation, was the Doctrine 
of the Catholic Church in relation to INDULGENCEs! 
It was made to serve those, ‘‘ who strained out gnats, 
and swallowed Camels,”’ as a justification of their de- 
parture from the ‘* One Faith,’’ and the ‘‘ One Feld,” of 
the Shepherd of eternal life! 

As there is scafcely a tenet of the divine religion of 
the Saviour, which has been more scandalously misre- 
presented by Protestant Parsons, and Protestant Histo- 
rians, (among whom we may, consistently with the 
Principles of the Reformation, rank the prejudiced, 
infidel Hume—see Cobbet’s valuable “‘ History of the 
Reformation’’) it may not be amiss to state here what 
the Catholic Church has eveR meant by the term, In- 
DULGENCE. 

Our adorable Saviour declared to his Apostles, that 
ALL POWER was given him in heaven and on earth. 





Perer Cornoxy, and Joun Corry. 


He also said, as the FAruHER hath sent me, I also 





This he had done contrary to a Statuie of 
Heaven,— Thou shalt not commit adultery ;?? 





send you. (He uses the word Father in reference tq 
his humanity, for with regard to the Deity, “Typ 
Worp was Gop; the Faruer and the Sow were 
one in divine nature and essence.) ‘* And when He 
had said this, He breathed on them; and He said to them, 
Receive ve THE HoLy Guost: whose sins you 
shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sing 
you shall retain, they are retained.” See St, John, 
20 Chap.—Here we see a Judiciary Power immediate] 

conferred upon the Apostles, and an implied necessity 
on their part to exercise it, as well as upon the part of 
the laity, when truly sorry for sin, and determine@ 
thenceforth to avoid evil and do good, to avail them. 
selves of its advantages; for, otherwise, such faculties 
if not ‘brought into action, would defeat the very inten. 
tion and object of the God of Wisdom, ‘‘ the Author of 
every good and perfect gift.” CoNnression OF sins, 
therefore, to the Apostles of the new law, the true 
Priests of the Holy Catholic Church, was hereby esta- 
blished by our Divine Redeemer, for all those who 
would ‘* hear the Church,’’ for all those who would 
aspire to salvation, according to the plan designed by the 
Great Messiah. That He, who is ‘‘the Alpha and 
Omega of all things,’® who is, before Abraham was, 
and who came to fulfil, not to destroy the law, had 
established the Confession of sins, even under. the 
Mosaic Dispensation, is proved from the Boox or 
Numsers, 5, Chap. 5. v. 6. 7.—** When a man, or 
woman shall have committed any of all the sins that 
men are wont to commit, and by negligence shall have 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and offend- 


ed, they shall confess their sin, and restore the prim . 


cipal itself and the fifth part over and above, to him 
against whom they have sinned.’’ Such, then, was the 
nature of Confession and.satisfaction in ancient times,— 
a type of what our Saviour had instituted in the days of 
the Apostles. Now, as’sin is a transgression of the law 
of God, in thought, word, or deed, and as man may be- 
come guilty, either by not doing what he ought, or do- 
ing what he ought not, and as there are various d 

of sin, owing to the nature and circumstances of the 
case, there ought to be different degrees of punishment 
adapted to the nature and circumstances of the. offeyce, 
(apon that principle, the penal laws of the civilized 
world are, or, at least, should be founded.) Hence 
Almighty God requires of all who have the opportunity 
of approaching the Tribunal of Penance, after being 
duly contrite for sin, and making a firm purpose of 
amendment, to submit to the decisions of that Tribunal, 
and formally receive the virtue of the Holy Ghost, and of 
the Apostolic Commission, ‘‘ whatsoever sins you loose 
upon earth, shall be loosed also in Heaven.’’ It is not the 
business of man to ask why the Saviour of the world laid 
such an injunction upon him, for when God speaks, man 
should obey. When the Spiritual Judge has ascertain- 
ed the state of the Penitent’s soul, the frequency, ma- 
lice, or concomitant circumstances of the offence, he im- 
poses a penance in the form of satisfaction, prayers, fast- 
ing, or alms-deeds in lieu of the temporal punishment 
which the Penitent is to undergo in this life, or in the 
next, even after the eternal punishment which had been 
due to sin, is remitted. The relaxation, or forgiveness 
of this Penance, or temporal punishment is what ever 
has been called by the Holy Catholic Church an Inpu1-~ 
GENCE. How cruel, how iniquitous must it be for the 
adversaries of Truth, among whom was the hireling infi- 
del Hume, to state that an INDULGENCE in our Di- 
vine Religion, signifies ‘‘ A PERMISSION TO COMMIT 
ANY, OR EVERY sin!!!’ 

That a temporal punishment awaits the Penitent even 
after the remission of the eternal penalty, strange as it 
may appear to Protestants, is satisfactorily proved by 
Seripture. We read in the Boox or Numpenrs that 
the Lord, after He had pardoned the Israelites, for their 
ungrateful and iniquitous murmuring, had debarred them 
from the Promised Land, on account of that sin. We 
find that, after the royal David had repented of his adul- 
terous intercourse, and was assured by the Prophet Na- 
than, on the part of God, that the sin was forgiven; yet 
a temporal punishment, (the death of the ilhcit 
offspring) as predicted by the Man of God, had actually 
followed. So much for the temporal punishment, That 
this can be moderated, or forgiven is proved by St. 
Paul’s conduct towards the incestuous Corinthian, w 
body had been delivered over to Satan, but who after 
his penitential tears and trae amendment of life had been 
freed by that Great Apostle, ‘in the persoo of Christ, 
from that awful calamity, In a word, from the days.of 
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and in opposition to the profitable advice of 
St. Paul (as recorded in his First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, chap. 7. verses 22, 33) which 
is strictly appropriate to the true Priests of 
the True Church—“ But I would have you 
to be without solicitude. He that is with- 


» sout a wife, is solicitous for the things that be- 


long to the Lord, how he may please God. 
But he that is with a wife, is solicitous for 
the things of the world, how he may please 
his wife: and he is divided.”’ To secure the 
secular power to his cause, as well as to il- 


qu lustrate the evangelical character of the Refor- 


mation, he transmitted an InpuLcence to Phi- 
lip, the Land-grave of Hesse, to keep two 
wives at the same time! 

The unfortunate Calvin, branded between 
the shoulders for a crime of nameless turpi- 
tude at Noyon, in Picardy, was exiled from 
France, and sought refuge at Geneva in 
Switzerland.* Actuated by the most ferocious 
hatred to his native country, her institutions 
and religion, he vomits forth in all the wick- 
edness of a desperado, the most wanton in- 
vectives against the laws, and religion of the 


Catholic world. He blasphemously attacks | prevented “that incestuous, that adulterous 


Incarnate Deity, and publicly maintains that 


He died in despair upon the Cross! A reg-|nate passions, renounced the authority and 





the Apostles down to the present period, the Catholic | had, for the preceding fifteen centuries, shed 
power which Christ gave her, 


has granted the relaxation of this temporal punishment, the odour of sanctity and of Apostolic morali- 
or THis INDULGENCE, whenever the spiritual good of | ty, throughout all the nations of the earth. He 
it; and when there existed a well- 

unded apprehension that a rigorous Penance would ‘ nye 
ilove prejudicial to him.—Hence what the Apostle says | Reformer in morals and religion! How he 
to the Corinthians in relation to that sorrowing sinner, 
the Church observes to her Pastors in all Penitential . 
cases; ‘‘ you should rather pardon and comfort him, lest | tory most painfully records. 
perhaps such a one be swallowed up with over much 


Church by virtue of the 


sorrow.’ 


An INDULGENCE, it must be remembered, never new-fangled religion. 
did, never was intended to forgive, or mitigate the nid 
anishment of sin, or its natural consequences, such as| . a ‘. 
all the moral and physical evils sineiiedl woth the world | Sion entered into an unholy alliance against 
by Original sin. Neither was it ever meant by our Sa-|the Church of Christ , at the commencement 
viour, or his Church to shield a culprit from the salutary 
It is altogether cage sgh 
Spiritual penalties required by Divine Justice, after the |. 40 con 
ye is Sequitted of the eden for which he stood in- | ing the name of Calvinists, (perhaps it is because they 
dicted by the Supreme Court of Heaven; penalties, which } ®°¢ ashamed of their religious father) have absurdly 
a True Priest, a Judicial representative of the Church, in | assumed the name of “ Orthodox Christians.” “* Risum 
the person of Christ, “ is vested by virtue of his com-|teneatis amici? 
mission,’? whatever you shall bind, or loose upon earth, 
shall be bound, or loosed in heaven,”’ to relax, or forgive. , . 
What was there in all this Scriptural usage, and Apos- |~4postolic doctrine. 
tolic precedent that could have justified Luther in rail- 
ing at the immaculate Spouse and rending the seamless 
garb of Christ? Upon such grounds did he tear himself 


severity of the civil law. 


from the bosom of Unity, call himself a Reformer 


and involve Germany in heresy, infidelity, horror and 


blood!!! 


* «TInspiciuntur etiam adhuc hodie civitatis Novio- 
dunensis in Picardia, serinia et rerum gestarum monu- 
menta: in illis adhuc hodie legitur Joannem hunc Calvi- 
uum sodomice convictum, ex Episcopi et magistratus in- 


dulgentia, solo stigmate in tergo notatum, urbe excessisse 


nec ejus familie honestissimi viri, adhuc superstites, im- 
petrare hactenus potuerunt, ut hujus facti memoria, que 


toti familie notam aliquam inurit, e civicis illis monu- 


mentis ac scriniis eraderetur.’’ (@) Moreover, the Lu 


therans of Germany speak of it as a fact: ‘* De Calvini 
Variis flagitiis et sodomiticis libidinibus, ob quas stigma | »4 
Joannis Calvini dorso impressum fuit a magistratu, sub 


quo vixit.”” (b) 
(a) Promptuar, Catholic. pars. 32, p. 1 


33. 
_ (0) Conrad. Schlussemb, Calvin. Fheolog. lib. Il. |*‘ the Holy Catholic Church.”” So much for Calvinie- | 
Ih. tie Orthodoxy. 


fol. 72. 


istered and criminal outlaw, he too conceived 
the project of effecting a reformation in the 
moral, religious world! He, of course, protest- 
ed against the ancient Church; although the 
“« Prince of Peace,” who was “the Way, the 
Truth and the Life,” had unequivocally de- 
clared that He would be with His Church all 
days even to the end of time; although she 
was the pillar and ground of truth; although 
He had confirmed her inall Truth, and thrown 
around her the consoling assurance that “ the 
gates of hell should never prevail against her.” 
With such convictions on his mind, and after 
80 promising a preparation in his native place, 
Calvin made his debut by burning Serverus 
a Spanish Physician, and Socinian, at the 
stake; and also caused Bruet, an unfortu- 
nate Frenchman to be put to death, because 
they would not agree with him in his “ pri- 
vate Interpretation,” and “ Orthodox” deci- 
sions of the Bible! * 

Henry the VIII. of England, because the 
Pope of Rome would not sanction a divorce 
between him and his faithful, virtuous Queen, 
Catharine of Arragon, and for having so far 


beast,” from giving full scope to his inordi- 


the religion of the Catholic Church which 


also assumes and discharges the office of a 
acted his part, the blood-stained page of his- 
Murder, Rap- 


ine and Lust were the favorite deities of his 


Thus, lustful Power, Prejudice and Pas- 





* The disciples of John Calvin not content with bear- 


We have ever understood from 


Where was the doctrine of John 


; of “‘ rue AposTLEs’ CREED’’? 


found in that very Creed ? 


the same? 


and pro 


** as the Heathen and Publican.’’ 





the Greek and Ecclesiastical acceptation of the word 
Orthodoxy, that it signified, sound opinions and 


Calvin in the days of the Apostles, who, before their 
departure from Jerusalem to ‘teach all nations,’’ drew 
up a Constitution of Faith which is known by the name 
Is not the expression, 
T BELIEVE IN THE Ho.ty Caruotic Cuunrcn,”’ 
Will Calvinists say that , 

their religion was always in the Bible” ?. Will not the the base Apostates from the Apostles’ Creed. 
Ranters, and Quakers and Shakers and Socinians say 
What does it prove?, Was not Christian- 
ity, was not ‘*the Holy Catholic Church’’ planted 3 : : 
‘ ted long before the New Testament was | and esiablish them in the minds of the people, 
>| heard of ? Hence the necessity of sectarians admitting a 
living and unerring authority, and not the dead letter | . an 
exclusively; hence the indispensable duty of ‘‘ hearing | Items of Faith. From the proneness of man 
THE Cuurcu,” under penalty of being considered |ynto evil, and the confederation of Satan, 
As the Pseudo-re- ; 

formation churches came into the world Fifteen hund- |the world, and the flesh, against the salutary 
ears too late, e 2 vga bony hs - pe austerities, and self-denials of the Catholic 
so cue te. Sonera eehaadiaden peed of ‘exis. | Church ever since its foundation, we should 
nated in their Constitution and Council by the name of not wonder that the Reformationary disci- 


of the Sixteenth Century, and under the false 
colors of a Piratical, Pharisaical Reforma- 
tion, with all the exterminating fury of Pa- 
gan persecution, and the- ferocious, and libi- 
dinous rankness of Mahometanism, fought its 
way with fire and sword into the Christian 
world, profaned the sanctuaries of Religion, 
prostituted virtue, butchered patriotism and 
piety, annihilated order and law, and esta- 
blished their iniquitous empire upon the ru- 
ins of nature and revelation. The seeds of 
the misnamed Rerormation, as sown by the 
base apostate Luther, hadproduced #'thirty 
years’ war'in Germany, which thus became an 
immense Golgotha; and desolation and. death 
alternately presented the tragic scene to the 
tear-burnt eyes of humanity. Catholic Switz- 
erland, France and the Netherlands were im- 
molated upon the altar of remorseless Calvin- 
ism. Once happy England, enlightened, hos- 
pitable, Catholic Ireland, and the once Catho- 
lic Scotland, were converted into.one vast 
“field of bleod,” were buried under a Red Sea 
by Royal tyranny, Anti-Christian murder. Li- 
berty was in ruins. Catholicity was seen re- 
treating to an Apostolic clime, or under the 
guidance of the Cross, speeding on the wings 
of martyrdom, its glorious flight to heaven, 
Libertinism thus enthroned on Power, with 
the Press and Sword at command, seleets an 
administration, composed of an infamous co- 
alition of corrupted hearts and perverted 
minds. Murder was legalized, and Despot- 
ism adored. - The tyrant’s whim became the 
vassal’s faith. Wicked slaves of lust, ava- 
rice and power, swore allegiance to the Re- 
formation-spirit, and proved it, whenever 
practicable, by the confiscation of the Catho- 
lic Patriot’s land, by the varied destruction 
of the Catholic Freeman’s life; 

The venerable and divine Church of Christ 
was thenceforward called “the Babylon of 
iniquity!’ The supreme Pontiff, the visible 
head of the Church and the regular Apostol- 
ic successor of St. Peter, was vilified by the 
name of “ Anricurist!” Our Holy Religion 
was pronounced, ‘ Superstitious, Damnable 
and Idolatrous”’! The venal Press has since 
constantly labored and brought into the world, 
the unmixed lies, vile slanders, and gross 
misrepresentations of the enemies of Truth, of 


The sword, and faggot, the halter and rack, 
have been promiscuously employed to secure 


as so many “ orthodor” tenets, and saving 





ples, notwithstanding their ephemeral, con- 
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tradictory and protean creeds, would all unite 
and agree in the persecution and abuse of 
every thing Catholic.* In the blindness of 
passion, prejudice of education, or wilfulness 
of ignorance, they either cannot, or will not 
draw a line of distinction between Catholic 
Faith and Catholic Discipline, between no- 
minal and practical Catholics. 

If Kings and subjects who profess the Ca- 
tholic Religion, be guilty of immorality and 
crime, ought such delinquencies to be visited 
upon:that Religion, and upon all those who 
practically observe it? As well might the 
perfidy of an Arnold be attributed to the 
heroic and patriotic worthies, or the republi- 
can and glorious Principles of 1776, If Ca- 
tholic Kings, according to the soundest poli- 
cy, had founded Institutions for the preserva-' 
tion of order, morality and religion, and had 
thereby realized so important and desirable 
an end; if their Catholic successors acted 
upon and cherished the same course of policy, 
when they saw neighboring nations, who 
either neglected, or scorned to adopt it, a 
devoted prey to anarchy, infidelity and out- 
rage; we would naturally ask, even in the 
event of a comparatively trivial abuse in the 
administration of such highly useful Institu- 
tions, would it be just to impute that abuse 
not only to the Institutions themselves, but 
to the Holy Religion of the Catholic world? 
Such, however, is the shameful inconsistency, 
the censurable conduct of the Preachers, 
Parsons, and Protestant Historians of a false 
Reformation. How many such Parsons, or 
hireling writers could be found in the Chris- 
tian world, had the Roman, Catholic, and 





* <* When sects in religion are numerous, they are the 
cause of Atheism.’’ Bacon. 

The dissentions that prevail among the multiplied sects 
that are come forth from the schools of Luther and Cal- 
vin, (he might have included Henry VIII.) ‘* have been 
unfortunately but too favorable to the birth and progress 
of incredulity.” Dr. Kett’s Considerations on the 
Prophecies. 

It isa fact that, before the reformation infidels were 
scarcely known in the world: it is a fact that they are 
come forth in swarms from its bosom. It was from the 
writings of Herbert, Hobbes, Bloum, Shaftesbury, Bo- 
lingbroke, and Boyle, that Voltaire and his party drew 
the objections and errors, which they have brought so 
generflly into fashion into the world. According to Di- 
derot and d’Almbert, the first step that the untractable 
Catholic takes is to adopt the protestant principle of pri- 
vate judgement. He establishes himself judge of his 
religion, Jeaves it and joins the reform. Dissatiafied with 
the incoherent doctrines he now discovers, he passes on 
to the Socinians, whose inconsequences soon drive him 
into Deism; still pursued by unexpected difficulties, he 
throws himself into universal doubt, where still experien- 
cing uneasiness, he at last resolves to take the last step 
and proceeds to terminate the long chain of his errors in 
Atheism. Let us not forget that the first link of this fa- 
tal chain is attached to the fundamental maxim of private 
judgment. It is therefore historically correct, that the 
same principle that created protestantism three centuries 


ible and Tract Societies are making for the 


Apostolic Church permitted her clergy to 
marry, and altogether dispensed with the ne- 
cessity of Confession? Would there be one? 
No. 

If Protestant Parsons were allowed to con- 
tinue with their wives and children, and to 
enjoy the same livings they do at present, 
by becoming Catholic Converts, or Priests, 
would there be a Protestant Preacher in 
Christendom? Not one. We would fear- 
lessly abide by the decisions of their con- 
science. What must be the feelings, the 
mental misery of those whom a soul-killing 
policy, and the certainty of being thrown out 
of bread prevent from declaring “the truth as 
it is in Jesus;”’ and from publicly displaying 
the*inextinguishable torch of the One, Holy, 
Catholic Church, the vestal light of salvation! 
No wonder, then, that the Church of Christ, 
whose faith and canonical injunctions are 
equally obligatory, and one and the same all 
over the world, should be wantonly impugned 
and cruelly slandered for her uncompromis- 
ing consistency, stern justice and rigid ad- 
herence to “ the Spirit of Truth ” and Apos- 
tolic usages, by those whose temporal inter- 
est it is to proselytize a virtuous community, 
to their heartless, headless, and heretical 
Creeds. 


America, to a certain extent, may be con- 
sidered the daughter of Protestant England, 
from whom she received her language, reli- 
gion and laws. 


In her colonial childhood, she read the 
most unwarrantable misrepresentations of 
Catholic Tenets and Catholic Countries, in 
her class and text books. 


After she had brought forth an offspring 
who were to become a band of heroes, and 
snap the links of the galling chain that fetter- 
ed and disgraced her; she unfortunately, yet, 
as she believed, dutifully instilled into their 
youthful minds, those nursery tales, original- 
ly modelled by England into Romances, and 
which were worked up into Histories by the 
‘venal and profligate, the Protestant and infi- 
del enemies of Catholicity, and more recently, 





fashioned into, and vended under the shape of 
silly and surfeiting Tracts, under the impos- | 
ing name of “ vital Religion.” 

But the hour has come; America is alarm- | 
ed: her luminous Statesmen and Patriots al- 


ready behold the appalling strides which Bi- 


aggrandizement of self, the amalgamation of 
Church and State, the impoverishment of the 
nation, and the destruction of the National 





ago, has never ceased since that time to spin it out into 


a thousand different sects, and has concluded by covering | 
Europe with that multitude of free thinkers, who place | 


it on the verge of ruin. 

When sects beget infidelity and by infidelity revolu- 
tions, it is plain that the political safety of the states will 
only be secured by a return to religious unity. 


Constitution. Have Tracts, or Pamphlets 
been ever purposely written in a certain quar- 
ter, and industriously circulated by certain 
itinerant Agents at the South, to fire the minds 
of the black population, and spread desolation 





See ‘* Discussion Amicale.”’ 








through that enlightened and magnanimous 
portion of our Union? 

These terrorists are manfully opposed by 
the unflinching and republican spirit of the 
Catholic Clergy; and hence the horrid false- 
hoods which Sectarian Presses and Pulpits 
deal out against those who have the courage 
to oppose and expoge such iniquity. Hence 
the vituperation with which a weekly Jour- 
nal, called “the Jesuit, orn Catuonic Sen- 
TINEL” in Boston, has been constantly as- 
sailed, for taking a stand in defence, and for 
the explanation of that Divine Religion, 
which has descended from Jesus Christ, 
through St. Peter, in unbroken succession 
for upwards of Eighteen Hundred Years, and 
which now committed to the Pastoral charge 
of His Holiness, Pope Pius VIII., can ne- 
ver be stayed in its onward, luminous course, 
until, like the fiery chariot of Elias, it reach 
the glorious gaolof heaven. Yes, that Jour- 
nal, like the Church, whose tenets and mora- 
lity it will ever defend, suffers the Pharisaical 
malice, shameless obloquy, and bigotted ri- 
baldry of Sectarianism to pass by it, “ like 
the idle wind which it respects not.’” 


In vain will Heresy declaim against that 
Church: in vain will it assert that She who 
was sanctified by Christ God, ever was, or 
can be polluted with the crime of persecution. 

The very supposition would brand falsehood 
upon the brow of God; or what is the truth, 
must stamp indelible infamy upon the brazen 
front of Heresy. It has been lyingly asserted, 
some short time since, by an individual who 
styled himself a Preacher, and was acknow- 
ledged as such by a Puritanic branch of the 
Calvinistic family, that the Pope sent over his 
Inquisitor General to establish the Inquisition 
in this country!!! This stupid, unqualified 
lie went the rounds of the sectarian presses, 
and it shewed how wise the children of this 
world are in their generation!” Yes, the ob- 
ject of this satanic invention and circulation 
was to frighten silly maidens, foolish old wo- 
men, and ignorant old men out of additional 
ways and means to support the reformation- 
clergy with their dear partners, and their 


| precious little children in indolence and ease, 


and to strengthen “the Biste anp Tracr 
Funp”—A system, which, unless it be con- 
stantly watched by Freeman, will be wielded 
as an Archimedean engine against the repub- , 
lican liberty and life of America. But what 
is this bug-bear, this raw head and bloody 
bones, this Inquisition of which we hear so 
much? 


Is it not an Institution partly civil, partly 
ecclesiastical? It is. Has it not been wise- 
ly designed for the protection of the True 
Faith? Most certainly. Has it not prevent- 
ed the sacred land marks of morality and 
Christianity in Spain from being swept away 
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by the sanguinary gulph-stream of Jewish and 
Mahometan cruelty? Undoubtedly. Has it 
not built. around her an adamantine wall which 
has enabled her to defy all the atrocities, wars 
and infidel horrors to which a false Reforma- 
tion had given birth, and which threatened to 
convulse the Christian Universe ? Most 
unquestionably. It was the work of self-de- 
fence, and not of persecution. In Spain, as 
well as in every other Catholic Country, a 
man may entertain whatever religious, or ir- 
religious opinions he likes, however opposed 
they may be to the aged and uniform religion 
of the land; but, he must’ keep them to him- 
self; for, the moment he begins to dogmatize 
and to preach up his religious, or rather irre- 
ligious experience, and thereby endeavors to 
shake the civil laws which rise out of the 
foundation of the True Faith and established 
religion of the country, (a religion which is the 
offspring of heaven, and of course, ‘incapable 
of being “ reformed” by man, whether saint, 
or sage, or sinner,) he is brought before the 
tribunal; and if, in the course of testimony, it 
satisfactorily appears to the ecclesiastical de- 
partment, that his tenets are heretical, and 
their moral consequences therefore dangerous 
to the peace and harmony of the country, the 
clerical members of the Institution, as citi- 
zens, friends of order and christians, are ex 
officio bound to report accordingly. They 
strive to conyince him by mild and friendly 
argument, by entreaty and prayer, of the un- 
scriptural and vicious tendency of his tenets; 
if he retract and promise never more to dog- 
matize, the matter rests; and he is at perfect 
liberty to leave, or remain in the country. 
But should he, unfortunately, relapse, and 
that this can be proved upon unezceptionable 
evidence, he is arrested as a dangerous hypo- 
crile and impenitent relapser, by the Tribunal. 
He is formally excommunicated from the bo- 
dy of the faithful, and his property is confis- 
cated to the crown. When handed over to 
the secular powers, (for let it be remember- 
ed, that the Inquisition never condemns a 
culprit to death, and that the signature of a 
Clerical Member of that Body never has been 
seen on the death-warrant) the criminal is 
then punished according to his offence and 
the established law of the realm. 


Every free nation must have its own laws 
and courts; and Power is necessary to their 
security. How absurd then is the objection, 
which heretics, as well as all those who are 
unacquainted with the principles of sound 
government, and the nature of this Inquisito- 
rial Court, bring forward against Spanish 
Kings, for establishing such tribunals as equi- 
ty and experience have recommended for the 
safety of national happiness! Truth must 
otherwise, it would 
change its nature and its name. The tolera- 


never compromise: 


tion of error in religious concerns, would be 
its ruin. . The Inquisition, therefore, being a 
protective law of the only religion of Spain, 
the introduction of religious error, or heresy, 
must be considered a species of counterfeit, 
or contraband goods; a pleasing but poison- 
ous drug, which by defeating, or destroying 
the law, would ruin the industry, comfort, 
happiness and lives of all who are benefited 
by the law. It is, therefore, the duty of 
the Sovereign to see the law respected; but 
should his Civil Agents transcend its pre- 
scribed limits, the Jaw, or the monarch, and 
least of all, the religion of the nation and of 
the Catholic world, should not be censured 
for it. If, after an attentive perusal of the 
‘Letters on the Inquisition,” which have 
appeared in this Paper, anti-Catholic preju-: 
dice has in any one instance been removed, 
or the menacing machinations of a set of 
men, who pretend to a Christian character 
and divine commission, yet systematically 
abuse the venerable Church of Christ, be to 
‘any extent exposed, if the cause of Catholi- 
city, or the rights and liberties of Republican 
America, be in any way benefited by the 
publication of those Letters, the Translator 
will feel himself sufficiently recompensed for 
his labors. As to any additional reward, 
which must depend upon the purity of his in- 
tention, and his object, (however willing, yet 
weak his efforts are to render a service to his 
country, his church and his God,) he humbly 
hopes he may receive it out of that Treasury 
‘where neither the rust, nor the moth doth 
consume, and where thieves do not break 
through, nor steal.” 





tc Not a word from ‘* Pascau ”’ this week! The 
New Editor of the Boston Recorder has so far shewn 
his sense, by not permitting foul slanders against the 
Hoty Carnouic RELIGION to contaminate the co- 
lumns of that Paper, while under his control. May he 
ever continue to do so; and may his brother Editors im- 
itate his example! Whenever our Church is attacked, 
we must defend it. We have never been the Aggres- 
sors. Our ‘“Oxnsecr”’ isto explain and defend the 
Principles and Practice of the Church of Christ. This 
we have hitherto done, and, God willing, shall continue 
to do, as long as health and life are spared us. 


THEODORE BEZA. 


Let us now pass on to Calvin’s celebrated 
biographer. The Lutherans shall teach us 
in what esteem and value we are to hold him: 
“Who will not be astonished (says Heshu- 
sius) at the incredible impudence of this mon- 
ster, whose filthy and scandalous life is 
known throughout France, by his more than 
cynical epigrams, And yet you would say, 
to hear him speakyithat he is some holy per- 
sonage, ahother i, or an anchoret of the 


desert, nay, greater than St. Paul, or St. 
John; so much does he every where proclaim 
his exile, his labors, his purity, and the ad- 
mirable san -tity of his life.” (a) 





If we w’ sh to refer the matter to one hold- 





ing an elevated place among the Lutherans: 
< Ties (says he to us) draws to the life, in 
his writings, the image of those ignorant and 
gross persons, who for want of reason and ar- 
gument have recourse to abuse, or of those 
heretics, whose last resource is insult and 
abuse......and thus, like an incarnate demon, 
this obscene wretch, this perfect compound 
of artifice and impiety, vomits forth his satiri- 
cal blasphemies.” (b) The same Lutheran 
testifies that ‘after having spent twenty- 
three years of his life in reading more than 
220 Calvinistic productions, he had not met 
with one, in which abuse and blasphemy 
were so accumulated as in the writings of this 
wild bemst.......And if any one doubt of it, 
says he, let him run over his famous Dia- 
logues against Dr. Heshusius. No one would 
ever imagine that they were written by a 
man, but by Beelzebub himself in person; I 
should be horror-struck to repeat the ob- 
scene blasphemies, which this impure Atheist 
puts forth on the gravest subjects with a dis- 
gusting mixture of impiety and buffoonery: 
undoubtedly, he had dipped his pen in some 
infernal ink.” 

‘¢ Beza who was a Frenchman, says Flori- 
mond, (c) and the great buttress of Calvin’s 
opinions attacked Luther’s version of the 
Bible as impious, novel, and unheard of.” 
“Truly,” retorted the Lutherans, “ it well 
becomesa French merry-andrew, who under- 
stands not a word of our language, to teach 
the Germans to speak German.” 


(a) Traduct, de Florim. p. 1048. (b) Schlussem- 
berg, in Thelog. Calvin. lib. II. passim.—(c) p. 96. 





Priumph of the Catholic Retigion. 
Execution or Mr. Comyn, 1n Ennis, 
FOR FORGERY. 


On Wednesday, the 28th April, this wretch- 
ed man expiated on the gallows the offence 
of which he had been guilty against the laws 
of his country. From the moment that he 
became aware that there was no hope to be 
entertained from the Government, he devoted 
himself to religion, and continued unceasing- 
ly to exercise himself in its duties. At half 
past two o’clock the wretched man, attended 
by six Catholic clergymen, was brought into 
the press-room. He was dressed in a suit of 
black and had a silk handkerchief loosely 
tied round his neck. After praying for about 
half an hour he rose, and beckoned the exe- 
cutioner to his duty, While his arms were 
binding, and the other preparations were ma- 
king necessary for his execution, he seemed 
either regardless, or unconscious of what was 
doing—his eyes remained fixed in one posi- 
tion, whike his lips were moving as if im pray- 
er. When he was told that all was ready, 
he kissed each of the clergymen on the cheek, 
and desired that he might be conducted to 
the drop. About three o’clock he was led 
forth, and being placed on the drop, not more 
than a few seconds intervened until it fell, 
and life became at once extinct; the unfortu- 
nate man appearing to die without a struggle, 
The body, after hanging the usual timeyavad 
placed in a coffin, and removed the same-eycz 
ning to Corofin, where it was met by the many 
numerous and respectable relatives :of the 
deceased. Three of the illegitimate childtén 
of Mr. Comyn were with him in prison. It 





would be impossible to describe their agony 
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and distress at the moment of parting from 
their miserable parent, who displayed in the 
interview with them the same steadiness of 
nerve and firmness of mind, which 

his demeanor up to the moment of his death. 
As a mark of respect for the of Mr. 
Comyn, and as a testimony of « ation 
of his fate, the inhabitants of Ennis had their’ 
shops closed the entire of Wednesday. The 
Rev. Messrs. Cullinan and Geoghan remain- 
ed with Mr. Comyn during the entire of the 
previous night, administering to him the con- 
solations of the Catholic Church, to which 
faith he conformed since his conviction. He 
prayed.yery fervently during the night, and 
towards morning, finding himself somewhat 
exhausted, he retired to take some rest, and 
slept soundly for nearly three hours Seve- 
ral clergymen visited him during the morning, 
and he appeared to enjoy great comfort from 
their spiritual instructions. The following 
very solemn profession of faith, signed by this 
unfortunate gentleman on the day he suffered, 
was sent to us last night for publication:— 


Pnnis Goal, half past 2 o’clock, April 28th 1830. 


“‘ Having attentively listened to the clergy- 
men and laymen of the different persuasions 
on the most important of all subjects, my 
eternal happiness, I am firmly convinced that 
the Holy an Catholic Church is that in 
which I can more securely die. During the 
last month I hope I have labored to avail my- 
self of the advantages and graces imparted 
by the Mother Church, exclusively: and with 
my last accents I leave my blessing to the 

ery Rey. and Venerable Dean O’Shaugh- 
nessy, the Chaplain of the prison, and to the 
Rev. Gentlemen whom he has selected to ad- 
minister spiritual consolation to my departing 
spirit. PETER COMYN, 

James FiTzPaTRICcK, 

* Rates CuLuinan. 

“James O'SHAUGHNESSY.” 


Mock- Temperance Societies.—The Ryerso- 
nian Pharisees are now busily employed in 
forming what some call Temperance, others 
Milk-&-water Societies. They call themselves 
Temperance Societies, as we suppose through 
ignorance, because their rule is total absii- 
nence, and their name and principles are com- 
pletely at variance. Now although we can 
take a glass ourselves by times, we like Tem- 
perance very much, and consider drunken- 
ness a most brutish and degrading habit. 
So far, therefore, we go with the temperance 
Societies—but in these days of Christianity 
and bible-reading, and after the example set 
by Christ himself at the marriage feast in Ga- 
lilee, that any set of men would to in- 
sult a'christian community by clubbing to- 
gether and issuing their mandate against the 
temperate use of that which God has blest, 
is to us astonishing. And who are the men 
that generally lead the van in this new light, 
pharisaical association? Some of the most 
shameless debauchees in society—adulterers 
and others notorious for immorality. We 
knew a blacksmith once in this town, of the 
Ryersonian connexion, who went on his knees 
morning, noon, and night to read the Bible, 
and pray with his house keeper, another man’s 
wife, of forty, at least, and at that very time 
he and she lived in a state of open adultery! 






‘mation at every man who would only be sin- 








and shameless d¢ ity— 
we hear, has now the eff 
self up, in some part of ti y as alea- 
ler of a Temperance y, and, as a pat- 
ofwvirtue, pointing the finger of condem- 


Rer enough to smell the cork of a bottle of 
whiskey! Oh! ye generation of vipers, is 
this to be borne? e call upon every man 
who admires the simple unaffected morality 
inculcated by Christ himself, to be aiding 
and assisting in resisting the strides of Ry- 
ersonian pharisaical hypocrisy, like this— 
and at the same time to set their faces against 
intemperance, which in thig country, no socie- 
ty, save that of an enlightened virtuous com- 
munity, can check.—Cana. Freeman. 


Catholic Mission of L’ Arbre-Croche, Michigan 
1 Territory. 

Derrorrt, (M. T.) June 24th, 1830. 
The Ottawa Indians living at L’Arbre 
Croche, on the banks of Lake Michigan, 
built last year, under the auspices of the 
Rev. Mr. Dejean, Catholic lly a 
handsome church, 54 feet by 30, and a school- 
house 60 by 20. The school was attended 
last winter by 63 young Indians, many of 
whom exhibited great intelligence and apti- 
tude for every branch of literature and im- 
provement. Ninety-nine Indians were bap- 
tized in 1829. The visit paid those children 
of the forest, by the venerable and pious Bish- 
op of Cincinnati last year, has been produc- 
tive of incalculable benefit. Idleness and 
drunkenness have almost totally disappeared | 
among those who have become members of | 
the Catholic Church, now in number about | 
five hundred, within the space of the last| 
seven, or eight years. They build very com- 
fortable houses, rear cattle, and live on the 
produce of their gardens; their principal res- 
idence will, in a short time, become a re- 
spectable place, if they continue to be di- 
rected in their civil affairs by as wise and 
active an agent as the gentleman is, who now 
superintends them.”’ Catholic Press. 


INCREASE OF FANATICISM. 


The Southcotonian Church in Aberdeen 
is still on the increase—every Sunday their 
sanctuary is crowded; although they have 
for some time had no regularly ordained 
priest, yet one of their own brethren, who 
has got a direct call, as he says, officiates in 
very good style, being supported by a female 
in giving out the psalms, and in the occasion- 
al task of reading a chapter!—Scots Times. 


ROME. 

Marcu 15.—Pius VIII. in a secret con- 
sistory proposed 20 new Archbishops and 
Bishops to different sees in Italy, Poland, 
Hungary, Spain, Greece [Scio, Corfu and 
and Syra,| and to Patriarchates and Sees in 
the East. U. S. Cath. Miscellany 


AMSTERDAM. 


The last census of Aifiterdam gives 200, 
781 inhabitants. 100,899Calvinists; 43,213 
Catholics; 22,263 Lutheran L£vangelists; 
9845 Lutherans Reformed; 777 Remonstants; 
1945 Anabaptists; 237 Jansenists. Thus 











We never witnessed such vile hypocrisy 





formerly so fiercely persecuted in this city. 
The Jews, that is, German, are 18,978— 
2,520 are Portuguese. There are 107 other 
different smaller sects. 

5~-Loyely variety! Numerous and almost 
nameless offsring of the Reformation-mother, 
so opposed to the “ One Faith, One Lord, 
One Baptism.” 





PROSPECTUS 


For the second volame of THE IRISHMAN, AND 
SOUTHERN DEMOCRAT, a.weekly political, litera- 
ry, and commercial Journal; published every Saturday, 
by Wiuti1aM S. Buary. Office No, 26 State Street. 

The InisHMAN, has eompleted its first volume, and 
having, even to its former limited shape, received consi- 
derable encouragement, the Editor is induced to enlarge 
its size and devote a portion of it it to the insertion of a 
correct weekly Prices CurrRENT, ADVERTISE- 
MENTS, and other matters of Commercial and Agricul- 
tural interest, in order thereby to make it more general] 
acceptable to his friends, extend the sphere of its usefi 
ness, and increase its circulation. 

It is scarcely necessary for him to repeat, that his pa- 
per will be still devoted to the maintenance of those great 
principles of Liberty—Religious and Civil—by the 
establishment of which, in these United States, our glo- 
rious Constitution stands pre-eminent, and has won the 
admiration of the world. ‘To defend then, that Consti- 


' tution from innovation, and to uphold the dignity of this 


his native State—to keep Church and State forever 
asunder—to vindicate the character of Ireland and of 
Irishmen, whenever, or by whomsoever assailed—to re- 
pel the assaults of their enemies, and to encourage the 
efforts of their friends—to preserve the purity of the 
elective franchise, and the accountability of public ser- 
vants—to expose oppression, and to defend the injured— 
to uphold the majesty of virtue, of religion, and the 
laws—shall be his constant aim. ‘To do this, and to cul- 
tivate and encourage native talent, and to obtain a requi- 
site quantity of original matter, the correspondence of 
some of the most talented individuals of the South has 
been promised and is solicited in the various departments 
which its general plan comprises. 

The Editor has also the pleasure of informing his pa- 
trons, that having made arrangements, he will be suppli- 
ed with regular files of the best European Newspapers, by 
which he will be enabled to lay before them all interest- 
ing intelligence from Ireland and other parts of Europe. 

THe IrnisHMAN AND SourHEeRN DemMocraT 
will be printed in the guarto form, on a royal sheet, 
with new type, and will be delivered to subscribers in 
the city every Saturday, at THREE DoLuiars per an- 
num, payable in advance, or $3,50 if not paid within 
81x MONTHs from the time of subscribing. 

Persons who obtain six subscribers shall receive a ¢o- 
Py gratis. : 

Advertisements inserted at the usual rates. 

Charleston, South Carolina, May 22, 1880. 


3} > Editors with whom we exchange will confer a 
favor by copying our Prospectus. 





List of Agents for the 
JESUIT, on CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 


Huen Macuire.......... Quebec. 
Maurice Moruarrty....Montreal. 
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Patrick Powers........ Lowell 
Wirtiiam McEtroy.... Charlestown. 
Parrick Mooneyv....... Boston. 


Rev. R. D. Woop evy.. Providence. 

Rev. C. J. Connotry..New York. 

Joun McGuieay......... Philadelphia, 
Fievpine Luvceas......... Baltwmore. 


Joun D. Murpny........ Washington, D. C. 
Wo. S. Brain............ Charleston, S. C. 

Wm. Hicerns............. St. Louis, Missouri. 
Frep. C. Hasz........... Perryville, Missours. 


Rev. R. P. Mires....... Zanesville, Ohio. 





great has been the increase of the Catholics, 
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